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Number and percentage distribution of grandparents who stayed with children aged 0-17 by

province, 2023

* Closeto 6,7 million
grandparents in South
Africa resided with their
grandchildren,
regardless of whether
they were household
heads.

* Proportion of
grandparents living with
their grandchildren

1. KZN: 24,1%

. 2. GP: 18,7%
. 3. EC: 14,0%
4. LP: 12,5%
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Number and percentage distribution of children who stayed with their grandparents by province,
2023

e Closeto 9,7 million 12000
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Number and percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their

grandchildren aged 0-17 years by sex and province, 2023

* Close to head of
households grandparents were
found in South Africa.

» Most of these were grandmothers
(64,5%), while grandfathers made
up (35,4%)

« Proportion of head of households
grandparents living with their
grandchildren

1. KZN: 22,3%
2. GP:19,4%
3. EC: 13,4%
4. LP: 12,5%
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Number of children aged 0-17 years staying in grandparents-headed households by province, 2023

* Close to . o
children aged 0-17
were living in LP I 1005
households headed by MP I 760

their grandparents GP I 1316

* Proportion of children NW I 554
living in grandparents-
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Percentage distribution of grandparents who stayed with children aged 0-17 years by highest

level of education and province, 2023
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Percentage distribution of grandparents who stayed with children aged 0-17 years by highest level
of education and age, 2023

100,0 - s B
. B B
* No schooling: 80 0
0 1)
97,5% aged 45+ 2 700
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(o)
8 50,0
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S 40,0
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» Post school o 30,0
education: 86,6% 20,0
aged 35-64 10,0
0.0 Certificate or
No schoolin some Completed some 12/?\;/Iraat?i?:/8t Diploma Post School Other
9 primary primary Secondary 410 without
matric
m 75+ 24,5 11,6 7,1 3,7 1,7 0,0 4.9 0,0
m65-74 32,9 32,0 25,2 15,1 7,1 4.4 8,6 3,3
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 years by source of
household income and province,2023
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Percentage distribution of grandparents who stayed with children aged 0-17 years by number of
employed members of the households and province, 2023

Employed household
members:

* No employed members:

40,6%

* One employed member:
34,6%

« Two employed members:

16,4%, and

« Three or more employed
members:

0,0
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 by dwelling type

and province, 2023
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° 80,0
Most common type
. 70,0
of dwellingused by ¢ .
1 (<)) ’
grandparents g 00
C 1
households was a 2 400
1 A
dwelling on a 30,0
separate stand, 20,0
yard, or farm 10,0
(82 : 9%), with the 00 “Wc EC | NC FS  KZN  NW =GP MP LP | RSA
i ® Informal Dwellin 53 2,3 14,0 7,6 0,3 8,0 8,5 3,2 0,4 3,9
highest prevalence | S
. . m Dwelling/room/flatlet in backyard or on 02 01 00 0.2 17 00 58 06 0.4 16
In lepopo at property 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Dwelling/house in complex or semi-
96 : l% detached house 17,6 0,3 2,2 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,3 0,0 0,3 1,3
m Flat or apartment in a block of flats 51 0,6 0,0 0,0 0,4 0,3 2,8 0,0 0,0 1,1
® Traditional dwelling 0,0 28,6 0,4 3,3 17,6 1,1 0,0 2,6 2,8 9,1
m Dwelling on a sepafrate stand or yard or on[ 718 68.2 834 88.9 0.0 90.6 826 936 96.1 829
arm ) ) L) ) L) ) L) ) ) )
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 by dwelling tenure

status and province, 2023

* Nearly 88,0% of
grandparents’ households
stayed in dwellings that
they owned and were fully
paid off.

» Close to &, 0% occupied
their dwellings rent free
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Percentage distribution of grandparents living with children aged 0-17 years in households
benefiting from RDP or state-subsidized dwellings by province, 2023

« A quarter of 30,0
grandparents’ 25.8
households lived in 250
RDP or state- 22,5
subsidised dwellings. o 20,3
* Most of these g
households were in g 15,0 o
KwaZulu-Natal 2 11,7
(22,5%) followed by . 9,8 9.4
Gauteng (20,3%) and 00 7.6 7.6 ’ 8.0
Eastern Cape
(11,7%) 50 3,1
0,0 .
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 years with households’
access to piped or tap water by province,2023
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 years by dwellings with
access to improved sanitation by province, 2023
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Percentage distribution of households of grandparents staying with children aged 0-17 years
benefitting from various grants by province, 2023

* Nearly 63,9% of children aged 0—
17 in grandparents’ households
with children in South Africa
received child support grant

» Close to 29,5% of grandparents in
these households received old age
grant

» Highest access to child support grant

« KZN: 22,5%
- GP: 16,9%
« EC: 15,5%
» Highest access to Old age grant
« KZN 22,5%
- GP 16,9%
« EC 15,5%

70,0

60,0

50,0

40,0

Percenateg(%)

30,0

20,0

10,0

0,0

RSA

m Old age grant 15,5 22,5 16,9 12,5 29,5
m Foster grant 6,9 22,7 7,8 7,9 16,6 8,8 16,5 8,8 3,9 1,0
m Child support grant 55 15,3 1,6 4,3 28,4 7,1 14,4 10,2 13,1 63,9

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of grandparents staying with children 0-17 years by households with

medical aid coverage by province,2023
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Demographic characteristics of head of household grandparents living with
children aged 0-17 years
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by marital status and sex, 2023

100,0
« Grandfathers were mainly 90,0
» Married: 89,1% 80,0
» Cohabiting 55,6% 700
>
S 60,0
S
< 50,0
3
e 40,0
o
. 30,0
« Grandmothers were mainly 0.0
« Never married: 90,9% '
« Single: 88,2% 10.0
0,0 Livi N
Married Ving Divorced Separated Widowed Single ever
together married
m Male 89,1 55,6 13,3 14,3 13,1 11,9 9,1
® Female 11,0 44.4 86,7 85,7 86,9 88,2 90,9

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by marital status and age, 2023

« Married were aged 45+ (95,4%) 70,0
60,0
 Living together were aged 35-64 (88,4%) 0.0
s :
: © 40,0
» Divorced were aged 45-64 (75,2%) =
é 30,0
Q
» Separated were aged 45-64 (94,1%) 20,0
10,0
« Widowed were aged 55+ (91,2%) - [ - [] I -
| Married toLgi;\e/:itr;lger Divorced @ Separated  Widowed Single rrl?I:r\r/ieerd
« Single were aged 45-74 (81,7%) 'ig'gj 49’69 22’8 23’9 209’03 g’;‘ ;21 ;i;
B 45- 19, 46,1 7,5 , , , )
m55-64 43,4 21,5 47,7 64,8 32,9 27,8 39,0
: 65-74 26,7 9,5 14,8 5,8 38,9 27,8 15,2
* Never married were aged 45-74 (86,1%) R 5.4 21 Y 00 194 ¥ 5%

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by highest level of education and province, 2023

e Some secondary

%.-----.-..

education: 35,5% < 80,0
S 70,0
(]
« Completed grade 12: = 60,0
0 £ 50,0 o L B
12,8% g 40,0 [ .
= 30,0
. [¢D) )
* No schooling: 14,5% o 200 l I .- I
0,0
WC EC NC KZN NW GP MP LP RSA
. L d ted d m Other 00 00 00 02 00 04 00 00 01
essel Ucag compare m Post school 33 50 33 42 36 54 42 73 48
to total grandparents 'Ce”'f'cateO&Dt"?'oma"‘”tho“t 04 04 10 14 03 04 18 10 13 09
living in households with Grade 12/M al'n/(;ollo 186 7,8 10,7 7,3 12,6 92 193 112 110 128
- . ra e a‘trlc t b} ) b} )] b} b} ] ] ) )
children aged 0-17 Some secondary 472 350 353 324 27,8 384 47,1 289 294 355
years = Completed primary 91 84 126 84 93 60 58 63 73 77
® Some primary 18,5 28,0 22,5 33,9 27,7 25,2 158 23,1 22,1 23,7
m No schooling 29 155 14,7 122 17,9 173 44 253 215 145
Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by highest level of education and age, 2023

60,0
50,0
* No schooling: 68,7% . 400
aged 55+ 8
= 20,0
» Post school: 24,3% aged 00 I ‘ I I
r b '
0.0 Certificate
No some Complete Some Grade or Post
schoolin fimar d rir%ar Secondar 12/Matric/ Diploma School Other
g P y P y y Std10 without
matric
m 35-44 1,0 7,5 6,2 50,7 24,2 0,0 9,8 0,7
m 45-54 4.7 13,8 4.9 47,4 20,8 0,2 8,1 0,0
m 55-64 12,4 23,8 9,3 34,6 13,0 0,4 6,4 0,2
65-74 19,7 32,8 8,6 29,3 6,4 0,4 2.8 0,0
m 75+ 36,6 30,5 6,8 18,8 4.5 0,1 2.8 0,0

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by household source of income, 2023

Main source of household
income;

* Grants
* EC, NC, FS, KZN, NW, MP, LP

Percentage(%)

100,0

90,0
80,0
70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
10,0
0.0 wC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP RSA

e Salaries
* WC, GP
®m Other sources 3,4 3,0 3,1 15 49 3,1 8,2 45 4.8 48
H Pensions 3,4 3,4 2,6 5,9 4.4 2,5 2,8 3,1 4.4 3,6
B Remittances 1,9 7,2 1,9 6,5 7,7 5,8 2.9 6,5 7.8 5,8
m Salaries 60,2 21,9 35,9 28,8 35,3 31,5 35,6 28,2 37,3
® Grants 31,3 64,2 56,5 57,0 47.8 57,2 34,0 50,4 54.6 48 .4
Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by monthly household income quintiles and province, 2023

60,0

Lowest income quintiles: 41,4%
 EC, KZN, NW, MP, LP

40,0
* About 15,2% of these households were found
in the higher income quintiles (quintiles 4 and 30,0
5).
20,0
 With the exception of WC and GP, over 75,0% 10,0
of grandparents-headed households in other
provinces were in the lower income quintiles 0.0 1

50,0

Percentage(%)

(quintiles 1 and 2), = WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP RSA
m Lowest income quintile 20,2 504 379 37,9 144,0 52,0131,6144,4 491 41,4

= Quintile 2 27.8 32,2 37,9 41,5 30,9 29,5 253 31,1 26,9 29,8

* The most impoverished grandparents headed o intile 3 222 80 11,3 125 121 95 195 11,8 12,0 13,6
?é’f;%/z‘)‘?'dswere In EC (82,6%) and NW Quintile 4 213 71 98 51 105 65 148 96 83 10,8

' | ®m Highest income quintile 86 2,3 32 30 24 25 88 32 37 4,4

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of head of household grandparents staying with their grandchildren aged
0-17 years by disability status, 2023

« Out of the 3,4 million such 40,0
grandparents 580 000 were
living with disabilities. 320

30,0
 Grandparents living with 25,0
disabilities: Highest KZN: 20,0
32,9%
15,0
10,0
« Grandmothers living with
> i \I\ ol l |“
: n i
wWC EC NC FS W GP MP LP

Grandfathers living with

Percentage (%)

KZN N RSA
disabilities: 12,9% mMale 92 191 60 68 234 95 144 37 79 129
mFemale 57 139 25 69 364 68 133 84 61 191
mTotal 67 153 34 69 329 75 136 71 66 169
Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage of children aged 0-17 years staying in grandparents-headed households as
percentage of total children population by province, 2023

40,0

38,0
Proportion of children living 35,0
in grandparents-headed
households 300
1. KZN: 10,1% $ 25,0
]
2. GP:  6,3% gzoo
3.EC: 54% S
£ 15,0
4. LP. 4,8%
10,1
10,0
6,3
5,4 '
50  og 6 3,6 4.8
’ 07 17 ’ . I
oo M o  m B
WC EC NC FS  KZN NW GP MP LP  RSA

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households by age
group, 2023

more likely to stay in
grandparent-headed

households compared

to adolescents and 7-11
teenagers

28,9

0-6 45,5

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0
Percentage(%)

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of living arrangements for children aged 0-17 years who stayed in
grandparents-headed households by province, 2023

« Mothers were part of the 60,0
household: 56,4%

EC, KZN, GP, MP, LP

50,0
40,0

: 30,0
 None of their parents were

part the household: 32,1% 20,0
EC, KZN,GP,LP 10,0 I | I I J I
Ll wili 1

I

Both part of household: EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP RSA
WC M Father part of household 8,0 11, 9 0,7 6,2 @ 6,4 17,9 10,4 4,2 5,1

B Mother part of household 7,7 J11, 3 1,8 3,9 5,8 7,8 19,1 10,5 12,2]156,4
Both part of household ﬁ 14 55 20,1 3,7 186 56 146 65

W None are part of household 3,6 [2171] 1,9 4,9 ﬁ 6,3 111,4 8,4 :E|32,1

Percentage(%)

Fathers part of the household:

KZN

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of orphanhood status for children aged 0-17 years who stayed in
grandparents-headed households by province, 2023

100,0
« Maternal Orphans 90,0
. Maternal Orphans-Children whose
8010 biological mother have passed away,
EC, FS’ KZN ’ G P 70.0 but whose fathers are still alive
'\3 ’ Paternal Orphans- Children whose
Sq-; 60’0 biological fathers have pa'ssed' away,
o0 but whose mothers are still alive
'g 50;0 . Double Orphans-Children whose
o Pater n al O r p h an S 8 both biological parents have passed
i 40,0 away
&
EC, KZN, GP 30,0

20,0

10,0
- Double Orphans 00 -lll_- -iILIII.I.IJ
' WC EC FS KZN NW GP MP LP

NC RSA
EC’ KZN, GP’ MP B Maternal Orphan 5,4 12,1 1,5 10,5 20,5 9,1 21,6 9,5 9,9 3,3

B Paternal Orphan 5,8 14,3 1,7 6,4 32,0 5,2 18,5 9,2 7,0 7,6
Double Orphan 5,7 17,1 3,0 7,6 27,0 5,8 12,0 10,2 11,9 2,0
® Not Orphaned 8,1 13,7 1,7 4,0 26,5 6,8 16,3 9,7 13,3 87,1

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0—4 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households
by attendance of ECD programs and province,2023

100,0

« Attending: 29,4% 90,0
Highest in FS, GP, LP 80,0

70,0

60,0

50,0

40,0

30,0

20,0

10,0

0,0

KZN NW GP
lNotattendingECD 73,3 74,1 76,1 656 782 71,5 61,1 716 61,7 70,6
W Attending ECD 26,7 25,9 24,0(34,4) 21,8 28,5 (38,9) 28,4 (38,3) 29,4

Percentage(%)

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0—4 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households
by attendance of ECD programs and population group, 2023

100,0
90,0
80,0
. 70,0
« Attending S
= 60,0
ita- 0 oo
White: 67,2% g 50,0
(]
O 40,0
. &
* Not Attending 30,0
Black African: 70,4% 20,0
10,0
Coloured: 73,6% 0.0
Indian/Asian: 93,9% A?‘lr?ccakn Coloured Indian/Asian White
m Attending ECD 29,6 26,5 6,1
® Not attending ECD 70,4 73,6 93,9 32,9

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0—4 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households
by attendance of ECD programs and age, 2023

« Only 2,6% of children under 80,0
one year were attending ECD 70,0
programmes in 2023 . 600

« However, this pattern shifts as 40,0
children grow older, with 65,1% 30,0
of 4-year-olds attending ECD 20,0
programs 100

Percentage(%)

Age 0 Age 1 Age 2 Age 3 Age 4
m Attending ECD 11,0 25,2 42,8 65,1
= Not attending ECD 97,4 89,0 74,8 57,2 34,9

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0—4 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households
by reasons for not attending ECD programs, 2023

The majority of
grandparents-headed
households (84,8%)
prefer the children to
stay home/ with
someone else

m Prefer that the child stay
at home/with someone
else

m These facilities do not
exist in our area

®m Do not want to risk the
health of other
household members

= Too expensive

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0—4 years who stayed in grandparents-headed households
by reasons for not attending ECD programs and geographical area, 2023

Top 2 reasons for children not to m Urban ®Rural
attend ECD programs:

Rural areas Do not have adequate transport

« Facilities not available (94,2%)

) . Too expensive
» Prefer child to stay at home/with P

0
someone else (60’1 /0) Do not want to risk the health of
Urban areas other household members

Do not want to risk the health of These facilities do not exist in our
other household members area

Prefer that the child stay at
home/with someone else

« Too expensive
0,0 20,0 40,0 60,0 80,0 100,0

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by attendance of educational institutions and province, 2023

« Overall, nearly 96,8% 100,0

children aged 5-17 who 90,0
stayed in grandparents- 80,0
headed households 70,0
attended educational 60,0
Institutions, with only 50,0
not attending 40,0
30,0

« Highest attendance: 20,0
NW, MP, LP 10.0

0,0

KZN NW GP
Not attending 70 2,7 75 2,7 29 24 44 19 15 3,2
B Attending 93,0 97,3 92,5 97,3 97,1 |97:3 95,6 |98,1 98,5 96,8

Source: GHS 2023

Percentage(%)
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Percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by attendance of educational institutions and population group, 2023

« White children had the
highest attendance at
97,6%, closely followed by
black African children at
97,3%

* [Indian/Asian children had
the lowest attendance
(88,5%)

100,0
90,0
80,0
70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
10,0

Percentage(%)

Black African Coloured Indian/Asian White
® Not attending 2,7 7,9 11,5 2,4
B Attending 97,3 92,1 88,5 97,6

U

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by reasons for not attending educational institutions, 2023

« Top 3reasons:

Lack of money for fees: 34,7% ® No money for fees
Got married: 20,6% _ _
® Family commitment
Violence in school: 18,1%
® Education is useless
or not interested
Unable to perform
B Got married
5,3 ® Violence in school
Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by reasons for not attending educational institutions, 2023

Top 2 reasons for children not to

attend educational institutions:

Rural areas
« Unable to perform (54,4%)
« Got married (52,5%)

Urban areas
* Violence in school (84,8%)
« No money for fees (83,5%)

m Rural m Urban

15,2

Violence in school 84,8

52,5

Got married 75

Unable to perform

Education is useless or not interested

Family commitment

16,5
No money for fees 83,5

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0 70,0 80,0 90,0
Percentage(%)

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by attendance of public schools which benefitted from school nutrition programme

and province, 2023

« Nearly 91,0% of children aged
5-17 years were beneficiary of
the program

 Highest percentages of
beneficiaries:

EC, NC, KZN,NW,MP,LP

« Lowest percentages of
beneficiaries:

wWC

100,0
90,0
80,0
70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
10,0

0,0

Percentage (%)

B Did not benefit from the
school nutrition program

B Benefited from the school
nutrition program

KZN NW GP

21,6 55 72 104 68 7,7 173 48 7,5 95

E4,5 92,8

89,6

93,2 92,3]82,7 ES,Z 92,5190,5

Source: GHS 2023
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Other 'outcomes

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households and received child support grants by province, 2023

1000 939 954 64 937 937 938 949 947
« Nearly 95,0% of children 90,0
aged 0-17 years living in 500
grandparent-headed ’
households received child 70,0
support grant % 60.0
éﬂ 50,0
(]
+ Highest: E 40,0
KZN,EC 30,0
20,0
10,0
0,0

Source: GHS 2023
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Percentage distribution of children aged 0-17 years who stayed in grandparents-headed
households by experience of food adequacy and province, 2023

» Two-third of children in 100,0
households headed by 90,0
grandparents in South Africa had 80,0
adequate food access (66,9%) s gg'g

Q) ’
I} 50,0
c
: : S 40,0
« While 20,4% experienced S 200
o ’
inadequate access, and 20,0
had severely inadequate access 10,0
to food 0,0

KZN NW GP

Food |
| 00 .ac;ess setverey 17,6 7,7 9,6 17,1 1o,o 06 126
« Severely inadequate access: inadequate

M Food access inadequate 18,3 24,9 32,0 14,4 27,3 23,2 20,4 16,7 5,1 204
NC, NW, MP B Food access adequate 64,0 67,3 45,7 76,0 55,7 56,9 69,6 63,6 94,3 66,9

Source: GHS 2023
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Summary

« Of the nearly 8 million children living in grandparent-headed households,
approximately 45,5% were six years old or younger.

« More than half (56,4%) had their mothers present in the household, close to one-
third (32,1%) had neither parent living with them.

* Nearly 85,0% of children aged 0—4 years living in grandparent-headed households
miss out on ECD programs because their grandparents prefer them to stay at home
or with someone else.

* Close to one-third (34,7%) of children aged 5-17 years in these households were
unable to attend educational institutions due to a lack of money for fees

« Over 75,0% of grandparents-headed households in all provinces with the exception
of WC and GP, were in the lower income quintiles (quintiles 1 and 2).

« EC (82,6%) and NW (81,5%) were provinces where the most impoverished
grandparents-headed households were found.
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Ndzi hela kwala!
Thank you!
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